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HOW TO OBJECT TO THE DA FOR TWEED VALLEY HOSPITAL 

 

This pack is intended to assist you to lodge your written paper objection to the proposed 
relocation of the existing Tweed Hospital onto State Significant Farmlands between 
Kingscliff and Cudgen village. It is provided by ‘The Relocate Team’ comprised of 
Cudgen Plateau farmers and concerned locals. We believe serious wrong is being 
committed against the present and future community. Not just throughout the Tweed 
Valley but the whole of the country, who will one day in the not-so-distant future be 
desperate to retain Australia’s very best arable land in order to grow food for a much 
increased population. 
 
If you agree it is wrong for the Hospital to proceed in the currently proposed location, the 
easiest way to prepare and submit an objection is to use your PC or tablet to go to the 
Relocate Team’s website at https://relocatetweedvalleyhospital.org/object-to-the-
eis/ and follow the instructions there to lodge your objections electronically. But this may 
not suit everyone in our community. 
 
Regrettably the NSW Government has decided citizens who have no PC access or lack 
PC skills will not be given traditional paper documents to lodge objections to their 
proposal.  This tactic is deliberate and obviously unfair to many.  If you have no 
computer, or no internet connection, and /or are unsure of your keyboard skills, you will 
need to lodge paper-based objections.  
 
Consequently, the Relocate Team is providing this pack as a community service to allow 
you to submit a paper-based objection.  
 

Why Should You Object?   

This is the one and only occasion when Government legislation permits you the 
community to voice your opinion of their Hospital Relocation proposal.  It is vital that you 
do not waste it. 
 
The Government has used a loophole created in the Planning legislation to commence 
minor works on the proposed site despite not having the fundamental approvals that 
these EIS and SEPP applications are supposed to represent. Whilst now made legal, it 
reflects their contempt for the fundamental principles of the planning legislation which 
are to properly inform the public and obtain rezonings and consent prior to commencing 
work on any development – particularly one so controversial. They hope their actions will 
make you feel that the argument is lost and that you will abandon the one formal protest 
to which you are entitled. 
 
On the contrary, every objection made now brings weight to the degree of public outrage 
and the rule of law will still prevail whether they have started work in this way or not.  
You should use this last opportunity to object.  
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The Exhibited Documents.   

The NSW Government Authority charged with delivering the Hospital is Health 
Infrastructure NSW (HINSW). They have advertised that their Development Application 
(DA), comprising an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and proposed Site-specific 
State Environmental Planning Policy (SEPP) for the Tweed Regional Hospital have 
jointly been placed on exhibition for comment by the community.  (Complete document 
sets are on exhibition in Council offices in Tweed Heads, Murwillumbah and Kingscliff 
library.)  They are many pages and many kilograms.  
 
It is not necessary to read all these documents to object to the Hospital Project, but it IS 
important to object to both the EIS for the Hospital Development AND the proposed 
SEPP needed to make the development permissible; if you want your opinion to have 
maximum impact.  
 
This means you have to object twice on very similar forms. 

Time Frame.  

You must lodge your objections before 5pm on 29th November 2018. This means you 
must mail by 5pm on 23rd November 2018 if using regular Australia Post. 
 

Who Can Object? 

Any individual can object.  
Note that age, gender, relationships, address, Electoral Roll status or vested interest do 
not disqualify objectors. However you must declare your residential address. Because 
the total number of objections received is influential, it is important that each individual in 
the household lodges a personal unique objection. It is also important not to copy!  

How do I Prepare my Objections?  

The Department of Planning & Environment (DoPE) has provided on-line response 
forms for ordinary objections to the both the EIS and SEPP.  We have reproduced these 
forms so you can fill them out by hand. Filling out the forms on BOTH EIS & SEPP 
pages is most important to ensure your objection is as effective as possible.  You must 
provide your residential address and make declarations in regards to your wish for 
privacy and whether you make any substantial donations to political parties. The forms 
are not valid if not fully completed and signed.  
 
When you have fully filled out the signed Objection Forms for both the SEPP & EIS, you 
should detach and place the 6 pages (only) in the envelope provided and post them in 
sufficient time to reach the Department of Planning and Environment by the closing date 
for submissions. Unless you choose overnight express that means you should mail your 
objections by 5pm on 23rd November 2018. 
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What Should I Say? 

We can help. 

 
Our website and our Facebook page have covered the key Hospital 
Project issues extensively over the past year.  If you have access to a 
computer it is worthwhile visiting those pages.  Suggested here on the 
following pages are some of the crucial concerns raised by the 
community over that time – first the SEPP issues followed by a 
submission form and then the EIS issues, again with its own submission 
form.  If you agree with the concerns raised, you may choose to rewrite 
these suggested objection points in your own words in your submission, 
or identify other relevant issues you wish to raise.  
 
Remember that abusive emotional language will count against 
credibility. 
 
Each item of objection should be accompanied by a reason for that 
objection, and in normal circumstances a preferred alternative to the 
issue of concern.  
 
In this case, because the Relocate Team believes the site location is 
fundamentally flawed, we suggest you insist that your objections can 
only be resolved by abandoning the proposal to relocate the Hospital 
onto prime Cudgen Farmland and pursuing a more suitable site. 
 
 

 

 

 

The next page is the government’s explanation of the State Environmental Planning 

Policy (SEPP) they intend to impose on prime agricultural land. It allows for 9 storey 

isolated towers standing in the former vegetable fields. They want you to believe that this 

will be the sole land use change that will occur on the protected lands of the Cudgen 

Plateau, and that the already announced Tweed Valley Regional Health Services 

Precinct of integrated private and public consulting rooms, day surgery, public health 

services, complementary medicine, retail, commercial, short-term accommodation, 

private parking stations and so on will be somehow squeezed onto their site, or happily 

locate kilometres away.  If you think this is a nonsense, you are not alone.
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   The SEPP EXHIBITION 

 

The proposed State Environmental Planning Policy (SEPP) would amend the Tweed Local Environmental Plan 

2014 by rezoning part of 771 Cudgen Road, Cudgen (Part Lot 102 DP 870722) from Zone RU1 Primary 

Production and Zone R1 General Residential to Zone SP2 Infrastructure (Health Services Facility), making health 

services facilities and ancillary uses permissible with development consent. The amendments will also remove the 

current maximum height of buildings, minimum lot size and floor space ratio controls.  

 

We seek your feedback on the Explanation of Intended Effect (EIE). Submissions can be made until 29 

November 2018. 

 

Source: NSW Dept Planning & Environment 
 



P a g e  |  

 

6 

THE RELOCATE TEAM ASKS YOU TO CONSIDER:  

SEPP OBJECTION ISSUES 

 
• Wrongful rezoning of SS Farmland (as per 1st dot point in the EIS issues guide 

which follows this one). Land is currently zoned RU1 and is State Significant 
Farmland It needs to be protected as a national asset, as a valuable industry for the 
Tweed Shire, and as food security for future generations. 

 

• Triggering of eventual supplementary rezonings adjacent to the Hospital in 
accordance with the Minister for Planning & Environment’s announced plans for an 
extended “Regional Health Services Precinct” adjoining the Hospital site, thus 
undermining the remaining prime agricultural land’s already at-risk viability threshold 
of 500ha. It only needs further loss of approximately 30ha to lose its special 
protection altogether. 

 

• Facilitating automatic rezoning of adjoining farmland to support facilities 
associated with Tweed Regional Hospital. 

 
• Contradicting current height limit restrictions in the Tweed LEP which were 

established through extensive community consultation. 
 

• Discarding years of community consultation and planning (around Kingscliff as 
a beach and food tourism town) through the overwhelming social, economic and 
visual impact of the hospital. 

 
• Enabling the eventual demise of the Cudgen plateau agricultural sector, with 

inevitable ancillary health services and associated commerce and residential needs 
taking up additional farmland in much the same way as the Hospital. 

 

 Remember to include your preferred alternative for each and all the objections – 

“another more suitable location” as on p.3 
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OBJECTION TO SEPP   

Application Number SSD 18_9575                                        New Tweed Valley Hospital 

To make a submission, please fill in the following fields. Those marked with an asterisk "*" are mandatory. 

 I am making a personal submission 

 

Name: * 

 

TITLE  GIVEN NAME(S)           FAMILY NAME 

Please tick this box if you do not want your name published in the list of submitters on the department's website  

 

"Name withheld on request" will appear on the list, instead of your name. 

YOUR DETAILS 

Email  

Address: * 

 

 

 

 

Suburb*  

 

 

State / Postcode  

 

 

   

 

Address 1 

Address 2 

 

DoPE will publish your suburb in the list of submitters with your submission 
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MY SUBMISSION: *  

I object to this proposed SEPP because: 

 

Attach additional pages if space insufficient 
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Disclose reportable political donations * 

The requirement to disclose depends on: 

• whether your submission is about a relevant planning application, and 

• the value and timing of any political donation/s you or your associate have made. 

To determine whether the reporting requirements apply to you, read Parts 3 and 4 of Disclosure of Political 

Donations and Gifts. 

    

5. AGREE TO THE FOLLOWING STATEMENTS 

I have read the Department's Privacy Statement and agree to the Department using my submission in the ways 

it describes. I understand this includes full publication on the Department's website of my submission, any 

attachments, and any of my personal information in those documents, and possible supply to third parties such 

as state agencies, local government and the proponent. 

 

6. LODGE YOUR SUBMISSION 

Unless you agree with the statements at step five and tick the box you will not be able to lodge your submission. 

If you do not yet agree with the statements at step five, you may wish to read the Privacy Statement and/or 

remove personal information from your submission and any attachments. 

7. OFFENCE TO PROVIDE FALSE OR MISLEADING INFORMATION 

It is a serious criminal offence under the Crimes Act 1900 to provide information to the Department of Planning 

and Environment knowing that, the information is false or misleading or the information omits any matter or 

thing without which the information is misleading. 

I have read and understood the above    

I understand that by making this Submission, I am providing the information contained in this form to the 

Department of Planning and Environment and confirm that that information is not false or misleading   

Signature        Date 
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   The EIS EXHIBITION 

 

There is no way to summarize the extent and complexity of the Government’s Tweed Hospital 

proposal being undertaken by Health Infrastructure NSW (HINSW). Nevertheless the Tweed 

community has been given a mere 28 days to read, interpret and object or endorse this massive 

onslaught of confusing documentation.   

Incredibly, the following Hospital Project Applications are current and relevant: 

• An Application to amend the Tweed Shire Local Environmental Plan (LEP) using a site specific 

State Environmental Planning Policy (SEPP) to rezone State Significant Farmland to Health 

Services facilities (Currently on exhibition.) 

• An Application to perform certain State Significant Development (SSD) Activities under Part 5 of 

the Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act). (These works will be self-

assessed and approved by Health Infrastructure NSW and will commence prior to any decision on 

whether or not to approve a Hospital on the site) 

• An Application to perform certain Exempt and Complying Development Activities such as fencing, 

clearing, testing, signage etc  in preparation for building a Hospital. (This work will be self-

approved by HI NSW contractors and performed prior to any Development Consent issuing for a 

Hospital on the site.) 

• A Concept Development Application (CDA) for a 450 bed Hospital as State Significant 

Development SSD (currently on Exhibition.) 

• A Stage 1 Preliminary Works Application to accompany the CDA to permit supposedly minor 

enabling and establishment activities prior to lodgment of the full Development Application (DA). 

• A Concept Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) addressing Stage 1 works and broader issues 

to support the Concept Development Application. (This is NOT the EIS for the Hospital Project but 

deals only with whether there are issues that might prevent the Hospital from receiving consent in 

principle. It is currently on exhibition.) 

• A Stage 2 Development Application (DA) for the complete Hospital Project, (This is unseen and 

yet to be lodged.). 

• A complete EIS for the complete Hospital Project (This is unseen and yet to be lodged.) 

• A Building Certificate (BC) Application for the complete Hospital Project (This is yet to be lodged.) 

It is the opinion of the Relocate Team that this un-necessary complexity is an abuse of process as it 

derives solely from a determination to perform pre-emptive works which commit to a major SSD 

project that has NO development consent. Desirable & proper process has been sacrificed to ensure 

there are excavators on the proposed site behind announcement billboards prior to the March 2019 

election date. As 99% of the work can only occur after Stage 2 Development Consent, there is no 

significant performance advantage to starting early despite claims of urgency. 

If you too perceive this as an abuse of process, you may wish to make it your first point of objection. 
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THE RELOCATE TEAM ASKS YOU TO CONSIDER:  

EIS ISSUES 

 

• Failure to provide the community sufficient time to absorb, interpret and respond to a 
highly controversial, highly complex, and yet inadequately documented EIS. 

• Targeting State Significant Farmland when other site options exist. These lands were 
designated to be protected, not destroyed by the Government. 

• Revising the 2017 North Coast Regional Plan by Ministerial decree to shift the 
Tweed Hospital away from the City of Tweed Heads to the Town of Kingscliff with no 
prior community consultation whatsoever. 

• Severely compromising Kingscliff’s beach village and fresh local produce based 
tourism industry. Changing the core business focus and culture of the town from 
tourism and small crop agriculture to health services without any discussion with the 
community. 

• Undermining the community’s hard fought 3 story limit in Kingscliff (and the coastal 
villages) by changing its character through an iconic multi-storey building that will 
over-whelmingly dominate the skyline 

• Gutting the economy of Tweed Heads by removing the key economic driver (the 
hospital) and betraying Tweed Heads residents with medical issues who invested 
their life savings in homes with hospital proximity. 

• Failing to consult with the community prior to the site choice decision announcement, 
contrary to claims made in the EIS. 

• Ignoring any mention in the Community Consultation appendices of the two petitions 
with well over 8000 signatures that went to the Upper & Lower Houses of NSW 
Parliament, nor of the 4700 followers of the “Relocate” FaceBook page.  These were 
the strongest community responses recorded in ANY forum. 

• Ignoring any mention of the resolution by Tweed Shire Council to oppose siting of the 
Tweed Hospital on prime agricultural land when considering social impacts and 
community responses. 

• Falsely asserting that the chosen site was the “best” and “chosen by experts” when 
in fact it was a commercial decision from the limited land for sale at one particular 
point in time in 2017. The “experts” never considered any land that was not for sale. 
Using the same compulsory acquisition powers currently being exercised over the 
reluctant owner of the Cudgen site, they could have selected ANY site in the Tweed 
Valley. 

• Isolating the majority of Tweed’s residents (Tweed Heads & Banora) from access to 
the Tweed Regional Hospital during major flood events, contrary to claims of 
improved flood access in the EIS 

• Diminishing Kingscliff residents’ quality of life with intense urbanization, increased 
traffic congestion and parking demand, 24hr ambulance emergency sirens, 24hr 
helipad emergency aircraft arrivals, all-night floodlighting of entire site,  loss of 
amenity, loss of rural ambience, lifestyle, etc. Not properly disclosing these long term 
impacts. 

• Disguising the full costs of relocating the Hospital development by assigning the 
future costs of extending transport and utility infrastructure to other public Authorities. 
E.g. light rail proposed from Gold Coast airport to Tweed Heads CBD. 

• Business & residential migration to the hospital precinct will increase property 
demand and therefore real estate prices in Kingscliff, rendering it unaffordable for 
family offspring to live there in the future 
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OBJECTION TO EIS       

Application Number SSD 18_9575                                        New Tweed Valley Hospital 

To make a submission, please fill in the following fields. Those marked with an asterisk "*" are mandatory. 

 I am making a personal submission 

 

Name: * 

 

TITLE  GIVEN NAME(S)           FAMILY NAME 

Please tick this box if you do not want your name published in the list of submitters on the department's website  

 

"Name withheld on request" will appear on the list, instead of your name. 

YOUR DETAILS 

Email  

Address: * 

 

 

 

 

Suburb*  

 

 

State / Postcode  

 

   

 

Address 1 

Address 2 

 

DoPE will publish your suburb in the list of submitters with your submission 
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MY SUBMISSION: * 

I object to this exhibited EIS because: 

 

 

 

Attach additional pages if space insufficient 
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Disclose reportable political donations * 

The requirement to disclose depends on: 

• whether your submission is about a relevant planning application, and 

• the value and timing of any political donation/s you or your associate have made. 

To determine whether the reporting requirements apply to you, read Parts 3 and 4 of Disclosure of Political 

Donations and Gifts. 

    

5. AGREE TO THE FOLLOWING STATEMENTS 

I have read the Department's Privacy Statement and agree to the Department using my submission in the ways 

it describes. I understand this includes full publication on the Department's website of my submission, any 

attachments, and any of my personal information in those documents, and possible supply to third parties such 

as state agencies, local government and the proponent. 

 

6. LODGE YOUR SUBMISSION 

Unless you agree with the statements at step five and tick the box you will not be able to lodge your submission. 

If you do not yet agree with the statements at step five, you may wish to read the Privacy Statement and/or 

remove personal information from your submission and any attachments. 

7. OFFENCE TO PROVIDE FALSE OR MISLEADING INFORMATION 

It is a serious criminal offence under the Crimes Act 1900 to provide information to the Department of Planning 

and Environment knowing that, the information is false or misleading or the information omits any matter or 

thing without which the information is misleading. 

I have read and understood the above    

I understand that by making this Submission, I am providing the information contained in this form to the 

Department of Planning and Environment and confirm that that information is not false or misleading   

 

 

 

 

 

Detach & place your 6 submission pages i.e. pp. 7-9 and 13-15 (only) along with 

any attachments into the addressed envelope provided, calculate postage and 

post via Australia Post before 5pm Friday 23
rd

 November 2018.

Signature        Date 
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Attention: Deputy Secretary – Planning Services  

Department of Planning and Environment   

GPO Box 39,  

SYDNEY, NSW 2001 

 

2001 

 Affix stamp here 


